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agreed to return under a formula adopted after
much discussion, which recognized her 'equality of
status in a system which would provide security for
all nations3. The British Government attempted to
give this formula practical effect in a draft disarm-
ament convention. While diplomatic discussions
were taking place about the British plan, the bel-
licose speeches of National-Socialist leaders and
their plain intention to rearm on land, on sea, and
particularly in the air, destroyed the hope of find-
ing a system which would provide security for all
nations. The final withdrawal of Germany from
the Conference in October 1933, and the simul-
taneous announcement of her withdrawal from the
League of Nations1 were followed by separate
negotiations between the Powers concerned. Great
Britain took part in and encouraged these negotia-
tions, and tried to find means of allaying French
fears and of setting a limit to Hitler's increasing
demands. In March 1934 the publication of the
German financial estimates for the coming year
showed such enormous increases in military, naval,
and air expenditure that the French Government
refused to continue discussions which would have
resulted in the diminution of French armaments.
Once again the British Government attempted to
bring about a general settlement. Negotiations
were opened for an Eastern Pact on the general
lines of the Locarno agreements, and, in the early
part of 1935, for an Air Pact. These negotiations
1 According to the terms of the Covenant, two years' notice
was required before the withdrawal became effective, Germany
took no direct part in the political deliberations or acts of the
League after October 1933.